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GOD'S WORK IN IRELAND, . . . Reprinted ftom the “TIMES OF BLESSING” 


THE ‘ 


GREAT AWAKENING. | 


Giod’s Gracious Visitation 


IRELAND. 


MESSRS. MOODY AND 
SANKEY’S LABORS. 


—-———_-+ —— 


J\ROM a late issue of the “ Times 
of Blessing,’ a special organ of re- 
vival news published weekly in Lon- 
don, we reprint the following accounts 
of the wonderful work of grace in Ire- 
land, under the labors of Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey. We send it forth 
with the prayer of many American 
hearts that God would visit his people 
here with like blessings. 


THE GREAT RELIGIOUS CON- 
VENTION IN DUBLIN. 





The convention of ministers of the 
gospel in Ireland, in connection with 
the evangelistic services of Messrs. 
Moody and Sankey in Dublin, was 
opened at the Exhibition Palace, on 
Tuesday morning, November 24th, at 
ten o’clock, 

The building was filled to its utmost 
capacity. Some 15,000 people were 
probably present ; of these, nearly 800 
in the body of the hall were clergymen . 
from different parts of Ireland. 

Just after the doors were closed for 
one of the hourly subjects, a singular 
incident occurred, An immense crowd 
of ladies and gentlemen who were ‘as- 
sembled at the doors, seeing bog had 
to wait three-quarters of an hour before 
they would be admitted, sang the 
hymn, “Safe in the arms of Jesus,” 
with great fervor, and with a vocal 
effect that was perceived far beyond 
the precincts of the building. 

The proceedings were opened 7_* 
few introductory remarks by Mr. 
Moody, followed oe the singing of the 
3d hymn, with the refrain, .“ Jesus 
loves me.” Rey. Dr. Knox, of Belfast, 
then offered up prayer, upon which 
another hymn was sung. 

Mr. Moody next read a portion of 
the 146th Psalm, accompanied by ap- 
propriate remarks. 

PRAISE AND THANKSGIVING. 

Rev. Allan Windle calied upon every 
minister and child of God present to 
join in praising the Lord for the pre- 
cious work which had been accom- 
plished through the outpouring and 
overflowing of the Water of Life, and 
for the many souls that had been born 
again during the past few weeks in 
Ireland. The Holy Spirit best taught 
the verity of the Bible. Infidelity was 
the thick-ribbed ice in which the hu- 
man heart was locked up. Conversion 
was the thaw by the grace of God. He 
put to each minister present, Were the 
results which had taken place in one 
or two great cities lately also taking 
place in their districts? If not, why 
not? The secret of power to do work 
for the Lord did oan ile in eloquence, 
nor in the employment of enticing 
words, that merely tickled men’s ears 
and charmed their intellects, It lay 
in the influence and the admonitions 
of the Spirit, in the power of God him- 
self upon stammering lips, drawing 
men’s hearts from darkness into light, 
from Satan unto God, 

Rev. Edward Best pointed out that 
there never was such a manifestation of 
the saving grace of Christ known in 
this country as there had been lately. 

Mr, Moody here read a letter from 
Mr, Spurgeon, who wished the meet- 
ings most heartily success and blessin 
and expressed regret that he was al 
ready engaged to preach elsewhere 
duriug these days. 

THE WORK IN ULSTER. 

Rev. Dr. Knox alluded to the influ- 
ence which the evangelistic meetings 
had exercised in Ulster within the last 
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. influences-—life, light and love. 





three months, especially to the many 
yrecious souls which had been called 
in amongst young men, This was not 
confined to the presence of their zeal- 
ous American brethren; the impulse 
which had then been given had since 
shown its effect, and Sabbath after 
Sabbath, and almost every day in the 
week, souls were numbered among the 
converted in the North. He believed 
that now God had shown the way by 
which the masses of the people could be 
reached in this city, and in all the great 
cities of Ireland. The work of reach- 
ing them would never be accomplished 
by the ministry alone, nor by what 
was usually called missionary effort, 
however useful these means might be 
as adjuncts. It was by the people who 
lived among the masses, who moved 


among them, and who formed a part of 


the masses themselves, that the masses 
were to be reached. He had himself 
labored for thirty years past to win men 
to Christ, and not, perhaps, altogether 
unsuccessfully; but he had accom- 
plished little results—very little com- 
pared with what had been done through 
the efforts put forth in connection with 
services like the present. Before, he 
labored alone; now he was, thank God, 
able to send out 200 or 300 workers to 
the masses in his district. Even the 
children had become missionaries in the 
field, and, filled with fire and power, 
were powerfully aiding the ministry. 


MR. SANKEY’S EXPERIENCE. 


Mr. Sankey said that when he looked 

into his own heart, to see what he had 
to thank God for most to-day, he 
thought it was that many years ago he 
had met a Scotchman, who brought 
him to a Sunday-school and to Jesus. 
Since that time he had been continu- 
ously connected with Sunday-school 
work, in which he first learned to sing. 
He blessed God that he had a voice to 
sing his praise and give thanks for the 
joy that had filled his heart. As to the 
manner of singing, there had been 
criticism upon it; but he entr ated 
those who came not to treat it in a criti- 
cal spirit, but if there was any grain of 
truth in it, to carry it away, and let the 
chaff go by. He had tried as far as he 
could to speak to sinners what he felt, 
but he blessed God that whatever he 
had been able to accomplish in this re- 
spect, the message, “ Jesus of Nazareth 
porees by,” in one well-known hymn, 
1ad at least been attended with abun- 
dan: manifestation of the love of the 
Son. They could not all be Moodys, 
nor all Dr, Knoxes, but if they would 
each in his own way do the little work 
that lay before him, they would best 
fulfill the purpose they had in view; 
for it was each little work, together 
with each great work, that made up the 
total result of the spiritual energies 
manifested for God’s love. 


LIFE, LIGHT, LOVE. 


Rev. Mr. Dowling said: If they 
looked back upon the people to whom 
God was first revealed, they found them 
first Hebrews, next Israelites, and 
finally Jews. The first meant the pass- 
ing from one side of life to the other; 
the second, the power with God of 
ve bey the third, praise. The First 

pistle of John, too,—the most remark- 
able, perhaps, of the Epistles,—was 
similarly divided into three great heads 
—life, light and love. If they looked 
into the work which had been going on 
for the last five weeks here, they found 
all three points illustrated. The grand 
power and instrument of reaching the 
masses was reviving the Church, show- 
ing forth life,—the life with God em- 
bodied in the Lord Jesus for the dead 
in sin,—more energy of life with those 
who had already received it, until the 
light broke in upon all, and the abound- 
ing love of the Spirit was diffused 
through all. These were the three great 
Let 
them, with the blessing of God, use 
them as each had the gift. 

Mr. Moody said that if the last 
speaker had not a title, they would give 
him that of L. L. L.—Life, Light, Love. 


HOW TO REACH THE MASSES. 


Rev. Mr. Williamson, of Belfast, said 
that he believed there never was a more 
remarkable day in Ireland, nor a more 
remarkable meeting than this. He did 





not refer to its size, but to the circum- 
stance of all the ministers of the Church 
of God coming together in the love of 
the Spirit fi rthe promotion in common 
of the gospel of Christ in this island. 
He prayed that they might all go down 
to their different parishes and districts 
with a new impulse, to endeavor to 
reach the masses through the power 
placed in tneir reach by the Holy 
Spirit, until they had won thousands 
and tens of thousands of souls to 
Christ, and the better time had indeed 
come for Ireland. — 

The Rev. J. Wilson said that thirty 
years ago he was brought to Christ at a 
meeting of working men. With great 
satisfaction he had taken part in the 
revival movement of 1859; but he had 
learned and enjoyed more regarding 
the truths of the gospel within the past 
five weeks than ever before. The ques- 
tion of the day was, “How are the 
masses to be reached?” In the past, 
the people’s feelings were wrought upon, 
but their minds were not trained in the 
great principles of the gospel. Now 
Mr. Moody, 


WITH BIBLE IN HAND. 


gave Scripture authority for everything 
he said. Hence this was one of the 
most graciously intelligent revivals of 
religion that ever this part of the Chris- 
tian world had been favored with, and 
therefore they should look forward with 
great hope to the stability of the con- 
verts. It was the opinion of a great 
many, that those who had been con- 
verted up to the present in this revival 
movement had had more or less of an 
early, careful, religious, and prayerful 
instruction in the Scriptures. He feared 
they had not reached the masses yet— 
those of a different faith, and those 
who did not attend places of worship. 
Well, how were the masses to be 
reached? By having those acquainted 
with Jesus filled with the Holy Ghost 
and with faith, like the disciples on the 
day of Pentecost. 

The Rev. John Lynch vindicated the 
utility of the inquiry room, and said 
that nothing occurred in it to offend 
the most fastidious. Many, who had 
been for years laboring under the bur- 
den of sin, had never been able to find 
relief until they found it in the inquiry 
room, being there convinced that, 
through the mercy of God, they could 
enter into rest. 


TELL THE STORY. 


The Rey. Mr. M’Intosh, Belfast: We 
need to have the conviction that the 
masses need to be reached for Christ 
and with Christ working within us as a 
mighty power. The commission of 
Christ is, “Go and preach the gospel to 
every creature.’”’ Let all work in masses 
for Christ; let every man, woman and 
child, who has been brought to salva- 
tion, go tell the old, old story—what 
has been done each for him and her— 
and the masses will be moved; catholic 
disease and catholic remedy. All have 
sinned, and the remedy is, “ Go ye into 
all the world, and preach the goxpel to 
every creature; for lo! I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the 
world !” 


THE ,QUESTION DRAWER. 


The following are the questions and 
answers : 

“Will you tell me what I can do to 
work up fresh interest in our Sabbath- 
school?” Children are like grown people, 
they like variety. If the Sabbath-school 
had got into a rut, he would have re- 
course to variety. In his own Sunday- 
school he used a blackboard. It roused 
the attention of the children. He would 
see what persons were mentioned in 
the lesson, what places, etc., and write 
them on it. Another good thing for 
the purpose was good singing. Some- 
times he took a flower into the school, 
and gave the children a lesson from it 
on the goodness of God. That was 
what Christ did. He spoke of the lilies 
of the field as greater than Solomon in 
all his glory: and he spoke of the rose 
of Sharon and the lily a the valley. He 
would make the services short, also. 
Long hours make children tired. Lit- 
tle children could not sit on high 
forms, not reaching the floor with their 
little feet, without getting tired. 
big men were similarly placed, they 
would get tired too. 
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jected to long hours in the Sabbath 
school hated the word “Sabbath.” He 
believed the greatest curse that Ireland 
had got to-day was whisky; and the 
ministers should put it down—judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God. 


It was the destroyer of the flower of 


our land. They were told that 100,000 
persons in this land were the slaves of 
whisky. He called it an infernal manu- 
facture, and some people thought that 
too strong a word. The speaker illus- 
trated this part of his subject with one 
or two interesting anecdotes. 

“What can be done to keep up this 
movement in Dublin?” 

SINK SELF! 

And then another thing; be careful to 
avoid that which is expressed in that 
little word, “ proselytizing.” He sup- 
posed some one would turn pale when 
he used the word. He pitied that man 
who raised the cry, “Come out from 
the sects.” Where did they go? Into 
andther sect; that was where they 
went. Proselytizing was the work of 
Satan. If they had got a minister who 
preached the gospel of the grace of 
God, they should stand by him. They 
would not gain anything by leaviug 
him. Some one had said these meet- 
ings were going to close. He hoped 
not. He hoped they would go on, as 
they were going on in Belfast. Let 
them sink self, and the work would go 
on. There were some people who said, 
“We must bear our testimony.” Yes, 
they bear their testimony, and in doing 
so they speak against every one that 
does not see through their spectacles, 
and no souls were led to Christ. 

DISCOURAGED TEACHERS. 

“Should a teacher be discouraged 
who does not see conversions in his 
class?” Yes; but not to such an ex- 
tent as to be cast down or to give up. 
The reason we have not conversions is 
because we do not work for them. 
Every Sunday-school class should have 
an inquiry meeting; and if the teacher 
did not see immediate results, he should 
adopt some other course. 

‘* How can careless people be induced 
to attend religious meetings?” Get rid 
of the word “religious,” and call them 
singing meetings. If they could be 
brought to listen to. singing, it might 
do them good. There were many scrip- 
tural songs they could sing—as, for ex- 
amp.e, “There is a fountain filled with 
blood,” or, “ Just as I am, without one 
plea.” Between the hymns he would 
make a few pertinent remarks, and very 
soon the meeting would assume the 
character of a religious one without 
any one objecting. 

A young lady inquired ‘ What she 
should do with a class of rough boys, 
who were often unmanageable. She 
thought they would do better with a 
gentleman. Should she give them up?” 
By no means. There was no one who 
could manage rough boys so well as 
a lady. He knew a superintendent in 
Chicago, and he gave all the rough 
boys to ladies, because he knew love 
would reach their hearts, even the 
hardest of them. There might be a 
John Knox in the class referred to, a 
Whitfield, or a Romaine, or some great 
reformer, who would yet shake [reland 
or the world to its centre. A boy may 
be rough now, but he may one day 
shine as a star in the crown of the Sa- 
viour. 

“What can a young lady do for 
Christ?” There were 10,000 things a 
young lady could do for Christ. He 
hoped the love of Christ would con- 
strain them to go into the dark lanes 
and alleys, and snatch souls for Christ. 
There were thousands of them to be 
looked after. The worst thing he could 
imagine was to have young people idle 
after they had been converted. They 
should be taken up and made to tell 
the goodness of God—made to feel the 
satistaction and the luxury of working 
for Christ. Mr. Moody here said his 
time was up, and concluded with 
prayer. 

“TRELAND FOR CHRIST!” 

Rev. W. F. Stevenson opeved the ques- 
tion “ How can we promote the Lord’s 
Work in Ireland?” Their end was, “‘Ire- 
land for Christ.” They aimed at noth- 
ing less; they would be content with 
nothing less. Ireland had long been a 


problem —an object of experiments, of 
Children sub- | warnings, and interrogatories. But ex- 














